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Thank you for participating in our research project. We appreciate you taking your time to help us out. Research like this is not possible without people like you volunteering their time to participate.
In this research project, we were interested in how people’s self-reported beliefs might be influenced by a variety of social pressures. In many cases, people (consciously or not) are motivated to present themselves in a socially desirable manner. This can lead to biased measurements, if their self-reports systematically deviate from their underlying beliefs and attitudes. In the present studies, we were interested in how social desirability concerns might influence self-reports of people’s core beliefs (e.g., religious beliefs). Religiosity if often perceived as a signal of one’s trustworthiness, ad there is considerable stigma attached to religious disbelief. As a result, self-reported religiosity may overestimate underlying levels of belief. 
In the study you completed, we had three experimental conditions. Participants in the control condition simply indicated whether or not they believe in God. Participants in the Baseline condition reported how many of a list of nine innocuous statements (e.g., I am a vegetarian; I can ride a motorcycle) are NOT true of them. In the final condition, participants completed the same task (indicate how many statements are NOT true); in this case, the list included the same nine innocuous items, plus one item about belief in God. The difference between these latter conditions can be used to indirectly infer the religiosity of our population. This technique alleviates social desirability concerns. 
Thanks again for participating. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Dr. Will Gervais, who is in charge of this project.
Will Gervais, Ph. D.
University of Kentucky Psychology
will.gervais@uky.edu

If you have any questions about your rights as a volunteer in this research (focusing only on this particular question, rather than other questions in the poll), contact the staff in the Office of Research Integrity at the University of Kentucky at 859-257-9428 or toll free at 1-866-400-9428.
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